
Imperial Portrait of the Emperor Caligula, God and Ruler 

Unknown Roman 

Roman, Julio-Claudian Period, 37-41 AD                                                                                          
Gilt Bronze: 15 x 8 7/8 x 10 1/8 in.  (38.1 x 22.5 x 25.7 cm)                                                        
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The Roman literature tells us that the Emperor Caligula proclaimed himself a god and 
erected a golden statue of himself in a temple in the Capitolium in Rome.  His personal 
correspondence says that this emperor also intended to place his golden image in the 
great temple of Jerusalem. Ancient inscriptions provide evidence that cults worshipped 
Caligula as a god in eastern parts of the Roman Empire.  

This magnificent gilt bronze head was probably the focal point of a temple. It combines 
the classic good looks of portraits of this Caesar's dynasty with his own well-known 
features. In this way, Caligula distinguished himself as a descendent of gods and rulers as 
well as a god/ruler in his own right.  Coins minted during his brief and turbulent reign 
do so as well.  The bronze sestertius clearly shows this likeness. 

Hirsch Library Research Guide 

Online Resources: 

Hirsch Library Online Catalog  

The Metropolitan Museum of Art Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History 

 

Articles: (full-text access available on-site; off-site access available through your school library or Houston Public Library) 

Pollini, John. “A Pre-Principate Portrait of Gaius (Caligula)?.” The Journal of the Walters Art Gallery 40 (1982): 1-12. 

Simpson, C. J. “The Cult of the Emperor Gaius.” Latomus 40, no. 3 (1981): 489-511. 

Strong, S. Arthur. “A Bronze Bust of Iulio-Claudian Prince (? Caligula) in the Museum of Colchester; With a Note on the Symbolism of 
the Globe in Imperial Portraiture.” The Journal of Roman Studies 6 (1916): 27-46. 

Stuart, Meriwether. “How Were Imperial Portraits Distributed throughout the Roman Empire?.” American Journal of Archaeology 43, no. 4 
(1939): 601-617. 

Print Resources:     

     

From Caligula to         
Constantine 

Statues in Roman     
Society: Representation 

and Response 

Roman Sculpture Roman Portraits in    
Context 

From Republic to       
Empire 

http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/searchBasic
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20168986
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41532141
http://www.jstor.org/stable/296263
http://www.jstor.org/stable/296263
http://www.jstor.org/stable/498986
http://www.jstor.org/stable/498986
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=83208
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=83208
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=117315
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=117315
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=117315
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=117325
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=139774
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=139774
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=171208
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=171208
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=83208
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=117315
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=117325
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=139774
http://hirsch.mfah.org/vwebv/holdingsInfo?bibId=171208


Bibliography  

 

General Surveys of Roman Art 

Cornell, Tim and John F. Matthews. Atlas of the Roman World. New York: Facts on File, 1988. DG 77 .C597 1988 Ref. 

Gardner, Helen, Fred Kleiner, and Christin J. Mamiya. Gardner's Art Through the Ages. 12th ed. Belmont, CA: Thomson/Wadsworth, 2005. 
N 5300 .G25 2005 Ref. 

Janson, H. W., and Penelope Davies. Janson’s History of Art: The Western Tradition. 7th ed. Upper Saddle River: Pearson Prentice Hall, 
2007. N 5300 .J3 2007 Ref. 

Stokstad, Marilyn, and David A. Brinkley. Art History. 3rd ed. Upper Saddle River: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2008. N 5300 .S923 2008 Ref. 

 

Roman Art, History and Culture 

Beard, Mary, and John Henderson. Classical Art: From Greece to Rome. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001. N 5610 .B295 2001 Ref. 

Bernard, Andreae. The Art of Rome. New York: H. N. Abrams, 1977. N 5760 .A4813 1977 

Bianchi Bandinelli, Ranuccio. Rome, the Late Empire; Roman Art, A.D. 200-400. New York: G. Braziller, 1971. N 5763 .B513 1971 Reserve 

Brilliant, Richard. Roman Art from the Republic to Constantine. London: Phaidon, 1974. N 5760 .B74 1974 Reserve 

Grant, Michael. The World of Rome. New York: Praeger Publishers, 1969. DG 77 .G62 1969 

Henig, Martin. A Handbook of Roman Art: A Comprehensive Survey of All the Arts of the Roman World. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1983.   
N 5760 .H36 1983 Reserve 

Onians, John. Classical Art and the Cultures of Greece and Rome. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1999. N 5610 .O5 1999 Reserve 

Strong, Donald. Roman Art. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1976. N 5760 .S68 Reserve 

 

Roman Portraiture 

Goldscheider, Ludwig, and Ilse Schneider-Lengyel. Roman Portraits. London: Phaidon, 2004. NB 1296.3 .G6 2004 
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This reference guide is just the tip of the iceberg on helpful resources in the library’s holdings. Many of the suggested resources above have 
their own bibliographies. Each of these may lead you to another resource that would also be helpful in your research here in the museum or 
in another library. To find additional resources, use keywords such as “Roman portraiture” and “Emperor Caligula” in the online catalog 
and in periodical indexes. Once you find a few relevant titles, pay attention to the subject headings to identify similar materials. Examples 
of useful subject headings are:  
 
  Portraits, Roman 
  Bronzes, Roman 
  Coins, Roman 
  Art, Roman 
   
For guidelines about writing it may be helpful to look at Sylvan Barnet’s A Short Guide to Writing about Art,  which includes tips for 
looking, reading, and writing about art. Ask for it at the reference desk. At every stage of your work, please allow the library staff to help 
you. Contact us at 713-639-7325 or hirsch@mfah.org 
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